BIRDS OF CENTRAL CHILE
Duration: 5 days / 4 nights

ADVENTURE DMC & TOUR OPERATOR

Interest: Wildlife & Birding

This is a unique birding adventure through one of Chile's most productive ecotones. From the
fertile valleys of Maipo and Casablanca to the sclerophyll forests and the last remnants of
Chilean palm tree forests, and onward to the high-altitude wetlands of the Andes near Santiago
and the rich waters of the Humboldt Current. This journey will expand our list of Chilean
endemics, including the Crag Chilia, White-throated Tapaculo, Moustached Turca, Dusky
Tapaculo, and other charismatic species such as the Diademed Sandpiper-Plover, Austral
Pygmy Owl, and Giant Hummingbird, among others. The tour features an outstanding diversity
of species, highlighted by one of the world’s finest pelagic birding experiences, with sightings of
a wide variety of tubenoses in the consistently rewarding waters of the South Pacific.

Activities: Birdwatching, National Parks

Itinerary:

Day 1: Welcome to Chile - Farellones - Valle Nevado



After the briefing with your local guide, our destination will be the Andean range near the city of
Santiago, where we will visit the areas of Farellones and Valle Nevado in search of two
hummingbirds native to Central Chile: the White-sided Hillstar and the Giant Hummingbird. We
will also look for other specialties and make a first attempt to find endemics such as the Chilean
Tinamou, Crag Chilia, and Moustached Turca.

SOME OF POTENTIAL SPECIES OF THE DAY: Andean Condor, Chilean Tinamou, Crag
Chilia, Mustached Turca, Giant Hummingbird, White-sided Hillstar, California Quail, Spot-billed
Ground-Tyrant, White-browed Ground-Tyrant, Great Shrike-Tyrant, Grey-hooded Sierra Finch,
Band-tailed Sierra Finch, Scale-throated Earthcreeper, among others.

Breakfast and lunch box. Dinner on your own, enjoy the evening in Santiago. Hotel Director or
similar.

Day 2: El Yeso Valley



Prepare to be amazed by incredible scenery. The heart of the Central Andes is home to several
specialties, from the mighty Andean Condor to the rare and unique Diademed Sandpiper-
Plover. We will spend a full day surrounded by mountains, searching for birds that are specially
adapted to this rugged ecosystem.

SOME OF POTENTIAL SPECIES OF THE DAY: Gray-breasted Seedsnipe, Greater
Yellowfinch, Yellow-rumped Siskin, Creamy-rumped Miner, Rufous-banded Miner, White-sided
Hillstar, Scale-throated Earthcreeper, Crested Duck, Plumbeous Sierra-Finch, among others.

Breakfast, lunch box. Dinner on your own, enjoy the evening in Santiago. Hotel Director or
similar.

Day 3: La Campana National Park & Pacific Coast



La Campana National Park is located in the Coastal Mountain Range of Central Chile. Its highly
diverse and endemic-rich flora provides ideal conditions to spend the day searching for Chilean
endemics such as the Moustached Turca, Chilean Tinamou, and White-throated Tapaculo,
among a great variety of passerines.

The park is also home to one of the last remaining patches of Jubaea chilensis, the
southernmost palm tree in the world, now close to extinction. In the afternoon, we will head to
the central coast in search of the endemic Seaside Cinclodes and the charismatic Humboldt
Penguin.

SOME OF THE SPECIES OF THE DAY: Dusky-tailed Canastero, Chilean Mockingbird,
Variable Hawk, Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Chilean Flicker, Striped Woodpecker, Rufous-
tailed Plantcutter, Thorn-tailed Rayadito, Tufted-tit Tyrant, Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail, among
others.

Breakfast and box lunch included. Dinner on your own. Overnight in Vifia del Mar or Quintero.

Day 4: Pelagic & Coastal Wetlands



We will begin early with one of the most productive pelagic trips in the Southern Hemisphere,
offering excellent views of albatrosses, shearwaters, petrels, and storm-petrels, among others.
After the pelagic, we will remain along the coast to explore wetlands and patches of coastal
sclerophyllous forest, adding to our list waterfowl, migrants, and specialties such as the
Humboldt Penguin, Guanay Cormorant, and the striking Inca Tern. The elusive and endemic
Dusky Tapaculo also inhabits this area, and we will spend time searching for this remarkable
species.

SOME OF POTENTIAL SPECIES OF THE DAY Black-browed Albatros, Buller's Albatross,
Sooty Shearwater, Pink-footed Shearwater, Chatham Albatros, Westland Petrel,
Northern/Southern Giant Petrel, Peruvian Pelican, Dusky Tapaculo, Dark-bellied Cinclodes,
Whimbrel, Sanderling, Surfird, among others.

Breakfast and box lunch included. Dinner on your own. Overnight in Vifia del Mar or Quintero.

Day 5: Batuco Wetlands



In Santiago, a city of over nine million inhabitants, we will visit several wetlands near the airport.
These ecosystems face significant pressure, yet they still offer excellent birding opportunities,
especially for waterfowl and passerines that feed and nest among the reeds, such as the
elusive Many-colored Rush Tyrant and Wren-like Rushbird. Notable ducks in the area include
the Rosy-billed Pochard and Black-headed Duck, which we will search for using a spotting
scope to scan the lagoon.

Finally, we head to the airport for your onward flights.

SOME POTENTIAL SPECIES OF THE DAY: Cocoi Heron, Rosy-billed Pochard, Black-headed
Duck, Coscoroba Swan, Burrowing Owl, Correndera Pipit, Stripe-backed Bittern, Spot-flanked
Gallinule, Aplomado Falcon, Chimango Caracara, among others.

Breakfast and lunch box included.

What's Included

Lodging: 4 nights in Local small Hotels or similar accommodatios

Meals as indicated in itinerary.

Transportation: Private ground transportation.

All protected areas and attractions entrance fees.

Equipment provided: Extra set of binoculars available upon request, hand lens, naturalist

literature available for consulting during the trip.

e Equipment required: Sun-hat and sunscreen, comfortable shoes, waterproof gear. Bottle
for water.

e Guide: Professional Bilingual Naturalist guide with International WFR

¢ Not included: Tips, insurances and any other item not specified in this file.
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